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Principal’s foreword

	Introduction
	

	At Toobanna State School students enjoy a safe, caring learning environment that caters for individual learning styles. Students have access to leading edge curriculum and technology. 
Toobanna is a multicultural school, which values diversity. We promote understanding and tolerance through the study of different cultures. Emphasis is placed on respecting each other and the developing self-confidence of each child.
This year saw the introduction of a full time Prep Class with an enrolment of 3 students.

There is a strong emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy at Toobanna State School. Students also develop strong research and study habits that will support them as ‘Life Long Learners”.
Literacy and Numeracy will form the basis of our school curriculum. Individual support programs are offered to student requiring addition support in the areas.   
Healthy lifestyle choices are at the centre of our Health and Physical Education programs. Students are encouraged to participate in physical activity and make healthy eating choices. Qualified coaches support our programs. The children enjoy tennis, athletics, swimming and football as well as daily games and activities.
Our school has close links with the local High Schools to ensure that students are well prepared. 

Toobanna State School has a long tradition of producing well educated, confident young citizens.


	Future outlook
	

	Literacy and Numeracy will be the focus at Toobanna SS over the next year. The integration of new curriculum material and Information and Communication Technologies [ICTs] will enhance our curriculum delivery.  
The promotion of a Healthy Life style through healthy eating choices, daily fitness activity and participation sporting events in will continue to be an important part the students learning.
Phonological awareness and comprehension skills in Reading will be targeted. Writing skills will be enhanced through the explicit teaching of spelling and grammar.

The explicit teaching of Mathematical skills to allow their application to real life situation will form the basis of our Maths program. 

Inter-cultural Investigative Studies [ICIS] will replace KLA LOTE as a more appropriate program for our school. Indigenous cultural awareness and understanding will be promoted across the curriculum.
Concepts of Environmental Sustainability will be promoted through the growing of food in the school garden, installation of Solar Panels and rainwater tanks.       


	School Profile
	

	Total student enrolments: 24
Year levels: Year P-Year 7

Toobanna is a co - educational school.

Toobanna State School is part of a small rural community situated six kilometres south of Ingham in the Herbert River Valley. The terrain around Toobanna is flat and much of the local area is wetlands. The sugar cane industry dominates the local economy, although Toobanna is now virtually suburbia.

Our student population is from a diverse cultural background, including Indigenous and Italian Australians. 60%of students are of Aboriginal and Islander background and 40% are of Italian background. 

School Staffing

Teachers
One teaching principal and a part time senior teacher. A second teacher was transferred due to falling enrolments. This teacher was based at this school as a District Relief Teacher.
Teacher Aides

Additional teacher aides were employed to support Prep students and students with learning difficulties.
Support Staff

One AO2 Admin officer and one cleaner were employed.

Specialists Itinerant Teachers

The school had visits from a Music, PE., LOTE and Librarian teachers. 

Support from a Learning Support Teacher [II], Speech Pathologist and a Guidance Officer was provided. 




	Curriculum offerings
	

	Our distinctive curriculum offerings 

· Integrated units of work developed across the Eight Key Learning Areas- English, Mathematics, Science, SOSE, The Arts, Physical Education and Health, Technology and LOTE ( Italian) 

· Individualized Learning Support programs catering for the learning needs of identified students.
· Whole school Healthy Lifestyle program [Daily fitness and healthy eating choices]
· High Level of student, parent and community participation  [Ingham Arts Festival, Seaview Range Sports Day, Romanello Shield Football Carnival, Herbert River District Sports –C/D Grade Sports Day, Barnes Cup; Anzac Day Parade, Italian Festival, Maraka Festival, National and State Competitions, Arts Council  and the Local Show.

· Specialist support in Music, Physical Education, LOTE, Library, Learning Difficulties, Speech and Language Pathology, Guidance and Counselling Service.

· Senior students were involved High School experience days.  


	Extra curricula activities 

· Ingham Arts, Italian and Maraka Festivals
· Various Sports Carnivals

· Romanello Shield Soccer

· ANZAC Day parade

· School Camp and excursions 

· Arts Council 

	How computers are used to assist learning;
Toobanna has a computer ratio of 1:2 which is well with in EQ’s target for student access. Students have access to and use Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and Publisher. Each unit of work has an ICT component integrated into it. Students from Years 2-7 practice typing skills and use the computers to research information in preparation for class projects. Students have access to a variety of specialized learning software that compliment their learning needs.

New Interactive White Boards for the two classrooms 10 new fully networked computers and two new data projectors have been installed and the school was MOEd.


	Social climate
	

	At Toobanna State School we encourage present and past students and their families and the wider community to attend all the functions that are offered at a school and community level.

We offer regular social activities during the day and evenings each term:

· Classroom Open Days

· Celebration Days with three other schools in the District

· Fancy Dress Parade and Disco

· Celebration  Awards Night and Christmas Concert at the end of the Year 

· School Camp and/ or Term Excursion

· Shared lunch and celebration of terms achievements

During 2007 School Opinion Survey 100% of parents felt that they were welcome at school and that the school staff was easy to approach to discuss their child/ children’s problems.




	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	Toobanna State School staff welcomed parents and family members to their classroom and involved them in school activities. Parent Teacher interviews were offered each semester. Parents were encouraged to make an appointment to discuss their child’s education or issues of concern at any time. We focused on a proactive model of learning and teaching, where students are involved in their curriculum and sporting choices. Students at Toobanna are very sports orientated and take a lot of pride in their sporting achievements. They participate in many local sporting events.

Parents were supportive of the school helping out on Tuckshop Days,  with transport and supporting students in their sporting endeavours.   


	Qualifications of all teachers 
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	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	· The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $3995 .  

· The major professional development initiatives are as follows: 
· Literacy Training
· One School
· First Aide Renewal
· The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 was 100 %. 

	Average staff attendance
	

	· For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 97% in 2008. 

	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	· From the end of the 2007 school year, 100  % of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2008 school year. 


.

	Student attendance
	

	The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 96 %.  


Key outcomes 

	
	National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 


	Domain
	Measures
	Yr 3
	Yr 5
	Yr 7

	Reading
	Average score for the school
	299 
	429
	503

	
	Average score for Queensland
	371.1
	466.1
	528.1

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	75 % 
	100%
	100%

	Writing
	Average score for the school
	313
	394
	516

	
	Average score for Queensland 
	391.8
	468.9
	522.7

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	75%
	67%
	100%

	Spelling
	Average score for the school
	317 
	396
	536

	
	Average score for Queensland
	366.7
	462.0
	528.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	100%
	67%
	100%

	Grammar and Punctuation
	Average score for the school
	301
	421
	524

	
	Average score for Queensland
	370.4
	476.6
	518.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	75%
	67%
	100%

	Numeracy
	Average score for the school
	277
	431
	505

	
	Average score for Queensland
	367.9
	458.2
	539.0

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	50%
	100%
	100%


	Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net
	

	
	Percentage of students not requiring additional support  

	
	

	Reading
	100% 

	Writing
	100% 

	Number
	50% 


	Value added
	

	The school curriculum continued to focus on improvement in Literacy and Numeracy. 
The NAPLAN results for Yr 7 show students performed close to state averages in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation with above average performance in Maths. These results are an improvement on Yr5 results from 2008 for the same students.

YR3 and 5 results found some students falling below the National Min. Standards in some areas due to identified learning difficulties amongst these students. No students were exempted from the NAPLAN tests in 2008. 

 


	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	According to the Parent and Student School Opinion Surveys both parents  and students were very satisfied with student outcomes, educational opportunities, school climate, school community relations, school facilities and resources available. The parent and student satisfaction in all areas were above State and Like School mean.

According to the Staff Opinion Survey the staff are satisfied with their physical work environment, relationships and morale, school resources access and availability to training that relate to school and systemic initiatives. The staff satisfaction in all areas was above the State and Like School mean.
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